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It’s winter.  And don’t we know it.  After a few years of mild and dry one’s down here, this one hasn’t been that great.  Doesn’t stop the lunatics from getting out on weekends though! 
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For those of you who don’t know, the Tassie Ton Ups team up with the Italian Motorcycle Club for frequent rides (including the mandatory ‘first Sunday of the month’ one) just so there’s a bunch of us.  (Makes you wonder how bloody Millhouse sneaks in on his Suzuki doesn’t it?)  They’re gonna wake up soon that those ‘Moto Guzzi’ stickers on your fairing aren’t fair dinkum Tony!  And what a bunch it is.  Usually around 35 bikes on a ride, with up to ten of those lady riders.  Great stuff!   At this time of the year (July) we ride in temperatures around 8 - 12 degrees.  Scary for you Sydney guys huh?  We just ride faster just to keep our minds off the cold!

The Monster now has almost 13,000 kilometres on it and it’s going better than ever.  Quite a few ‘goodies’ now attached from the ‘RoadRacing’ catalogue - lots of shiny bits.  No faster, but looks good! 

Now where was I?  Oh yeah.  I’m supposed to write about music on this page.  I’ll tell you straight out I’m almost too scared to do that in case my wife ever reads any of this stuff.  With a dual addiction of motorbikes and music, I have a feeling my time on this earth as a happily married man may be somewhat limited. The dollars and the time add up, but so far I’m getting away with it.  Don’t say anything!

Anyhow, I guess I’d better admit I have still been buying CD’s at a prodigious rate (only ones out of the bargain bins though!)  This time I won’t confuse you all talking about a whole lot of nothing much.  This time I’ll talk about a CD (and a label in particular) some may or may nor be aware of.  Bear Family Records.  Any acknowledgment out there?  No?  I’m not surprised…

Believe it or not a German guy called Richard Weize started the label way back in 1975 in an effort to make sure the spirit of rockabilly, country and rock never died.  (As it had seemed to at that time).  I picked up the CD pictured for a whole $9 in a Bargain Bin which includes tracks by many of the artists associated with the Bear Family label over many years.  The occasion was their 25th birthday, and there’s some absolute gems on the album.  Ray Campi, Wanda Jackson, Rip Masters, Skip Hellers Hot Six, Pep Torres, Big Jay McNeely, and the Starlighters feature among the 27 tracks on the album.  Great collectible stuff!

Local band the Revtones (our musical soulmates) have been a bit inactive lately with the lead singer’s wife having a baby and interrupting his rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle.  Cameron is a lunatic from way back and I just can’t picture him as a dad somehow.  They’ll be back soon however on a bill which will include the Wild Turkeys from Melbourne and local rockabilly madmen The Raccoons.  Should be fun.

We’ve got a few members of the NSW Ducati Owners Club coming down for a tour in a month or two.  Looking forward to catching up with them and showing them ‘round.  I promise I won’t take them up to the top of Mt. Wellington after dark Su!  (Ask Su if she thinks Tasmanian Tigers are extinct anyone)!  It was great to catch up with Adrian and Su when they were down.  Hopefully we can get a bunch of you guys down together on bikes at a sensible time of the year soon.  We’ll guarantee you a fine time!

The bottom of the page is fast approaching, so I’d better go.  In the meantime, keep your rubber on the road and your licence in our wallet.  All the best from Rod ‘Retro Rocket’ Taylor, part of the Tassie Ton Up Connection.  Give me a call if you want to talk about anything on the page on (03) 62 255 288.  See ya!
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